Soil Shake

Soil Texture Test

Materials Shake Up That Soil!
Process

e Aclear pintjar with a lid

« A handful of the soil to be sampled Dig down into your soil about 6 inches to make sure

you are getting an accurate sample.

o Water . . )
e Scoop a handful of dirt up and transfer it to a clear jar.
e Ruler
Fill the jar almost to the top with water and put the lid
[ Observation Questions ] on the jar tightly.

o Shake the jar vigorously for five minutes to make sure
[Check your jar 10 minutes, 1 hour,\ any clumps of dirt are broken up.

and 2 days after shaking the soil « Place the jar in a sunny windowsill so that you can see
sample and make observations. into the jar clearly, and make some observations.
e Which particles settled to the After about two days, you will have your final results!

bottom of your jar first?
If clay particles are the smallest and lightest, and sand

» How long did it take for all of the particles are the largest and heaviest, and silt is in the
\ sample to settle? j middle, which layer is which in your jar?
100
Results

The largest particles have sunk to the
bottom and the smallest are on top.

But what does this mean?

O
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The size of the layers determines the Mo %
percentage of sand, silt and clay in your soil. c(}? N ?/:D
. — . o %
Using a ruler, or estimating, determine the Q cob
ratio of the different sediment types. Then, silty clay
. . clay loam
using the chart, you can determine what 30 sandyclay loam
type of soil you have! 20 loam
loam
silt loam
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